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FBI and the FOIA:
20th Century Family Research

Britney Crawford and Netisha Currie

This lecture provides a guide to obtaining records through the Freedom of
Information Act (FOIA), using Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) case files,
and how they can aid in uncovering family histories. By offering information
on how to access FBI case files and examples from individuals’ research, this
lecture provides genealogists with resources that may aid in their search for

personal stories within Government records.



Netisha Currie is an archives specialist in textual
processing at the National Archives at College Park. She
specializes in the specially protected records and artifacts
of high intrinsic value and leads the Vault Digitization
Project. Netisha received a B.A. in Archeology and
Anthropology from Oberlin College (2004) and a M.A. in
Museum Studies from George Washington University
(2011). Born and raised in the Washington, DC area with
extended family in Mississippi, Netisha is interested in
local and southern history.

Britney Crawford
Britney Crawford started working at the National Archives
in 2004 while studying at Howard University towards a
B.A. in Political Science and later her M.A. in Information
Science from the University of Maryland, College Park. In
2011, Britney became an Archivist in the Special Access
and Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Branch where
she is the lead archivist of the JFK Assassination Records
Collection and specializes FOIA. She has experience
teaching DC History and Research Skills while continuing
research in information studies (particularly diverse
populations) and program development.




FBI AND THE FOIA: 20™
CENTURY FAMILY RESEARCH




Goals of the Presentation

Provide an overview of the 20" century FBI
case files accessioned at the National
Archives (NARA)

Inform genealogists of the family histories that
exist in FBI records

Provide step-by-step instructions on how to
access FBI case files released under the
Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)

Share examples of family histories found in the

FBI records
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Significance of the Presentation

This session hopes to:

Session 12

Reveal new avenues of information that can be
obtained from the FBI records

Share an untapped source of information at
NARA

Expand the time frame of traditional genealogical
research, bringing research up to the 20" century
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RECORDS OF THE FEDERAL
BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

I



What Is the scope of FBI records?

Documents at the National Archives reflect the
broad investigative mission of the agency

The FBI investigates crimes including:
Domestic/international terrorism
Public corruption
Civil rights violations
Organized crime
Kidnapping
Cyber crime
Etc.
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FBI Records — Case Flles
_
- Bulk of genealogical research
o Organized in the Central Records System

10/12/65

AIRTEL AIRMAIL

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI
FROM: SAC, JACKSON (157-2438) (P)

"'CHANGED"

BURNING OF RESIDENCE OF
BREVEL IE, SR.,
ELLISVILLE, MISSISSIPPI,
10/11/

RACIAL/ MATTER

’ Title marked changed, It was previously carried
as "POSSIBLE VIOLENCE TOWARD BREWEL CURRIE, SR., LUTHER HILL
ROAD, ELLISVILLE, MISSISSIPPI. RM",

| Re Jackson airtel to Bureau dated 5/7/65.

| At about 2:15 a.m. of 10/11/65, BREWEL CURRIE, SR.,

| was awakerel by sounds of gunshots outside his house. Upon
looking outside he observed the cormer of his house was on

fire and a man was getting into the left rear seat of a

blue 1957 Ford. Also seen nearby was a black Chevrolet

pickup truck. CURRIE fired four or five times with a .22
caliber rifle at the car as it was leaving.CURRIE went

outside and attempted to put out the fire, but was umable to do
so. His wife and four children escaped before the house
was completely destroyed by fire. Jones County Sheriff':
and his deputy went to the sene immediately and cruised the
area attempting to locate the persons zelpomible Invest~
Safety
Patrol, Mississippi State Fire H-rulull and aun.u Agents.

Bureau 9]
Jackson (157-2438
ched—

Albert Einstein
l— 7099
Section 1

177 Foges Auailable

W¥ 12979 DacId:39171108 Page 215

Session 12
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FBI Records — Administrative Files

1 Office of the FBI
Director

o Personnel files

- Records on the
origins and
development of the
agency

National Archives ID: 7873469
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FBI Records — Regional Files

Records from U.S. attorneys and the federal
courts

Learn about the legal outcome of an
Investigation

Records for the conclusion of the story in the
case files
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Classes of the Bureau

3 — Overthrow/Destruction
of the Government

7/ — Kidnapping

18 — May Act

23 — Prohibition

25 — Selective Service Act

31 — White Slave Traffic
Act (Mann Act)

36 — Mail Fraud

40 — Passport Matters

44 — Civil Rights

50 — Involuntary Servitude

Session 12

61 — Treason

65 — Espionage
/7 — Background
Investigations

91 — Bank Robbery

87 — Interstate
Transportation of Stolen
Property

100 — Domestic Security

105 - Foreign
Counterintelligence

157 — Civil Unrest
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Arrangement of Records

QNumbering Scheme L i el
dClass Number — Case File Number, Serial T ey |
Numbers | FEDERAL BUREAU R

1157-2438, Serial 1-102 | | A
dCivil Unrest Case 2,438, documents 1-102 i
Within the Classes: .
Headquarters Files Field Oﬂce Files
Bulky Enclosures Bulky Enclosures
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Class 31 — White Slave Traffic Act

71 The Mann Act, 1910

Prohibited transportation of women in
Interstate/foreign commerce for purposes of

prostitution, debauchery, immoral acts

1 Recoro
o Microfi

s Dates: 1921-1966
m records

1 237 cu

1 Most records have been declassified .
and are available

Session 12

ic feet, 505 boxes

"Jack Johnson boxer" by Bain
News Service - United States
Library of Congress's Prints and
Photographs division digital ID
cph.3d01823.
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Class 44 — Civil Rights

Records Dates: 1920-1999
7,403 boxes, 4,070.5 cubic feet

Established in 1924 primarily for investigations
of KKK activity

Scope expanded to include violence against labor
unions, racial disturbances, police and prison

brutality
Records document the great social and
domestic change in American life in the 20t
century — institutional segregation, lynching,
voting rights, civil unrest, protests
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Class 65 - Espionage

Records Dates: 1920-1978
1539 boxes, 895 cubic feet

Records contain information for research
about organizations as well as individuals
Investigated for espionage — having unlawfully
obtained data affecting national defense, or

S
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Class 100 — Domestic Security

Record Dates: 1939-1984
34,911 boxes; 37,519.6 cubic feet

Classification created when FBI was deemed the
“clearing house” for national defense and domestic
Intelligence matters

FBI was mandated to investigate organizations suspected of
subversive activities (Communists, Fascists, Nazis)

Files concerning individuals concern the Japanese relocation
centers during WWII; suspected Communist
members/sympathizers

Post WWII: investigations were expanded into anti-

Vietnam activity, leftist groups, COINTELPRO
Investigations

Investigations opened under this classification were ordered to
be submitted to the Department of Justice (DOJ) because of the
suspected civil violations of the Bureau
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Class 105 — Foreign
Counterintelligence

Record Dates: 1938-1988
1,401 boxes — 1,398.7 cubic feet
Records contain information for research about organizations

as well as individuals

Document foreign subversive activities as well as the activities of
domestic political and social groups

Delve into the procedures and techniques of the FBI when
conducting investigations (electronic surveillance, informants)

Many case files focus on Soviet & bloc spy activities, anti-
Semitic groups, Communist affiliates (Cuba and China), racial

hate groups

To narrow the scope of this classification, five more were
created under the heading of Foreign Counterintelligence:

199 — Terrorism; 200 — People’ s Republic of China
201 — Satellites; 202 — Cuba; 203 — All Other Countries
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Class 157 — Civil Unrest

1
71 Record Dates: 1957-1978

1 12,462 boxes; 626.4 cubic feet

o Established in 1959 to investigate civil disorders and

demonstrations

Cases include records about incidents of civil unrest as well as
Investigations of groups that were thought to be disruptive

- R

-

ZEn

Carole Robertson

Session 12
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FREEDOM OF
INFORMATION ACT
(FOIA)



Background Check!

N

“To ensure an informed - Enacted in 1966

citizenry, vital to the
functioning of a democratic - Records of the

society, needed to check Federal Executive
against corruption and to Branch

hold the governors - Twelve subsections
accountable to the

governed ” o Amendments
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FOIA Amendments

1974-Narrow the scope of law enforcement
exemptions

1986-Broaden the scope of law enforcement
records

2007-Open Government Act
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Popular case files released from
FBI Vault

Fannie Louie Hamer Stokely Carmichael
-22262, Section 2

N T 1
' 5 Dot Banin . H
B !ED : J :
UN STATES DEPARTMENT OFJUSTICE R : .
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION . - : q |
’ ' ' ' - Buv 9/21/66 .
X Tigasnit Uw im P s e -
) k Vin ALHTML ATRUAIL y
Copy tor 1- U. S, Attorney, Jackson, Mississippi ;
i e
KO e ) P T
Dete: June 14, . T j  DIRECTOR, FAI {100-446080) -
Field Office Fle No: 441452 ‘  Beau File Nos Fmow L aac, Qoo-emz) (r) :
Tiste: stmmo\%gmms; ¥ ‘ SUBJECT ; %EI. SEGURITY = MISGELLANEQGUS
VICTINS i RT 2L DEEATOS cOIRED ‘.
mra?-%?%.\_ ) roview of CARMICHARL's m&: ﬂ“ﬁ?m.l eatian
agpal 7 service File, whioh ROCOTdiGg (o records of lemigritic
Charadten ) End NAturaliFation SOTVICS BT ATINATE, WAR TRARATAERAA
CIVIL RIGHTS ) : to Hew ¥ork an T/19/88_
[ Sysepis Victim HAMER arrested by Unsub believed to be a Sheriff , yZUrems airter 9/20/66 mdvimes that mumereus L
or Deputy on June 9, 1963, Winona, Mississippi, bus station. .-mn;::i Titizen 10 1954, The Buresd intructed tnat CaR~
Victim did not use facilities at terminal but was arrested when MICHAEL'® Iemigration mnd Naturalizatics Sorvice File oe
she inquired about other victims being arrested. She was not rovieved, and Anformation contalusd therels be oubsitted
mmarlndlg; nature of the charges un&l her .gpearanoe in court PrOWpriy in form suitable For gLFReRlBAtICN. ‘
June 1 when she was ch d with 1 duct and ; S
radsting arrest. She was released on two hundred dollare bond, MICHAXL was natuciidued oc's/Aisgqiodieatas that Cax~ g]c_ 5
June 12, 1963, Victim claims she did not resist arrest at any under Cortificate FAADIGO0D, and slfo the file may e )
time and she was kicked by Unsub Sheriff or Deputy when entering nusbered AL2574218,
hie car to go to jail. After being placed in Jail victim g
was mteg bi'ﬂ": N:sn: male pﬁ:geu 'lﬁ;ln blackjack on :m;;;uouons @_ - tRu)
from Unsub, Mississippi Highway Patrolman in the presence o 3 ~ Hureau
other white males, one of whom was seen later in the uniform of et (ee-isarsl) (msd
Winona, Mississippi, Police Officer., The third white male in the m ot ‘2
cell struck victim with his hand in attempt to quiet her screaming EUCmel - u/ y ;6;?
:en being beaten by the prisoners. No medical treatment afforded [44] 113, —_ 0] Q
T o g al
: f¢£ ® e swas
st | A
DETAILS: - ; : z Foalm P s
. & THa
Approweds o fem M - -_
Spacial Ageri in Choge __...-—:' i I . et
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FOIA REQUEST

I



How to submit a FOIA reguest to
the FBI (fbi.gov/foia/)

o 1. Written request

A. Include:

m 1. Contact
Information

= 2. Scope of records
as “reasonably
described”

= Waiver Request (if
applicable)

1 2. Submission

Session 12

Letter
Diate:
FBI

Record/Information Dissemination S=ction
Attn: FOIFA Reguest

170 Marcel Drive

Winchester, VA 22302-4843

Dear FOIA Officar:
This is & request under the Fresdom of Infermation Act,
Drate range of reguest:

Descrption of Request:

Plesase search the FBI's indices to the Central Records System for the informatien responsive to
this request relsted to:

| amn willing to pay wp to [3 ] for the processing of this request. Please inform me if the
estimated fees will exxcead this limit before processing my reguest.

| am seeking informatien for personal uss and not for commercial uss,

Thank you for your consideration,

Name:

Tithe {aptional):

Business (if applicable):

Street Address:

City/Ctata/ZIP Code:

Country {if applicable):

Tebaphone {optional):

E-mail {optional):
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How to submit a FOIA reguest to
NARA (archives.gov/foia/)

- Written request

Session 12

Contact information

Records
Reasonably
described

Case file number

Certificate of ldentity
(if applicable)

Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)

Home > Freadom of Information Act (FOIA) » FOIA Reference Guide

Freedom of Information

ot FOIY)

Electronic (FO!4) Resding
Room

Subit your FOIA
Request by E-mail

NARA FOIA Regulztions
FOIA Annuzl Reports

Department of Justice
FOIA Guidance

Contacts

FOIA Backlog Reduction
Report 'EJ

Archival Fee Schedule
Other FOIA Resurees

National Archives and Records Administration Freedom of

Information Act (FOIA)

Reference Guide

|, Introduction Table of Contents
[ Introduction

The Freadom of Information Act, or FOIA (5
1J.5.C. 552, a5 amended), generally provides
any person with the statutory right to obtain
access fo Government information in executive
branch agency records. This right of access is
limited to the extent information is protected from
disclosure by one o FOIA' nine statutory V. Respanse Times
exemptions. This right of access is enforceable V. Expedited Processing
incourt andis supported at the administrative VI Fees

agency level by transparency and apen
government initiatives mandated by President
(Obama and Attorney General Holder.

Il. Access to Certain Records Without Formal
FOIA Request

Ill. Where to Make a FOIA Request

IV How to make a FOIA Request

VIl Fee Waivers
[X. Request Determinations
X FOIA Appeals

The FOIA does not however provide access to S
Al. Judicial Review

records ofthe Congress or the faderal courts,
records of state or [ocal government agencies,
orrecords of private businesses or individuals.
All states have their own statutes governing

Appendix A
AppendixB
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FOIA: ADMINISTRATIVE
PROCESS



NARA Administrative Process

20 working days
NARA search and triage process
Response letters (responsive vs. non-
responsive)

Case file

Case queue

Case review (15-3' party review)
agency review; NARA discretionary review/release

Public access
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What may you find?

Content - What is my history?

Chronology, subject and document types,
classifications

Exemptions

Information withheld
Privacy/Pll (Personal Identifiable Information)
law enforcement-b(6);(7)(a-e)

Cross References

1. other subjects (organizations/people)

2. case file numbers (headquarters and field

office) .
Session 12 Slide 28 of 47



Case File Type

Headquarters File

Field Office File

" S Brparln’u*nt. nf Fustice

- —_— e e e e e 3 e e
== o .
- = 5 T | Y -3
T (MATERIAL MUST NOT a& REMOVES From on AGDES T Trim Fis) —_ aaun - éé - 5 — X
- = B = o RECH8 /66 ~ />
- 1 1 -
= T |8 BJB: Jmk it SEP 18 1969
B ——— o (3) Ex‘l X
. —_— w - —— e aes
FEDERAL BUREAU —_—
of
- ﬁ on the Payroll Savings Plan
. = s Lo -
Ny 156-2408
ASH RESNICK is a key employee at the Caesars Palace
Hotel-Casino in Las Vegas, and is well-known throughout the
sports field. RESNICK has been observed in the company of
.. _1 . e ~. WILT CHAMBERLAIN while in Las Vegas on occasion at the Caesars
: """“"""“' o e Cee T Palace, and it was well publicized that CHAMBERLAIN was in
o Las Vegas for the opening of the International Hotel-Casino
Oﬂice ZVIemomndum e UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT on 7/2/69.
76 DIREGTOR, FBI (100-404396) e patE: November 20, 1953
FROM C, ANCHORAGE (65-3 )6)‘ P :
e
SUBJE ELDER LIGH ’sommﬁmmux; .
ELDER Jmﬁ‘r CORKLE;
DR. IOUIS“PATMONT S
SECURITY MATTER - C 44’)7’/
et
There are b enclosed copies-of correspondencé from GEORGE R.
ﬂf@ﬁmzo Mr. mnawﬁggm and to the Chief of Police, Anchorage,
Alaska,

This correspondence deals with the Russian language Bible . )
which was dropped by Elder LIGHTFOOT SOLOMON MICHAUX near S awrence
Island on 6/18/53. Said correspondence indicates that EL

Cl is
now aware of the fact that the Bible was picked up by American authorities
and did not reach Russian shores.
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Content

SUBJECT

STANDARD FORM NO., 84

E

i, ) : DIRECTOR, FBIL

-
Ll

A | /

THFORMATION CONCERNID

_T-—-—_-'_ .

Q .

Mr. John E. Hoover
Director of the

Federal Bureau of Investigation
Was hington, «Cas

Dearrur. Hbovers

Session 12

Ojﬁce Memomzﬁdam e UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

GUY HOTTEL, SAC, VASHINGTON FLELD
mom? DI XON ‘
ING :

CHRONOLOGY

N
<:EEE§ESeptember 22,_E§Z$h“,

. Thomnzas. Dixon
1129 Vermont aﬁve.n.w.
Washj.ngton, D.C
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Document Types

TRANSLATION FROM RUSSEAN

(In=dds cover page of the Bible in Tussizn)

"This holy book, the Bibls, is =ent ED you in the
nama of Chrigh and Ood's love, by pour leving Christisn friend
who is praying for yeu.

{igeed Sn 1uk) WAITY I, PERRT

If you would Uke %o reccive this &j.l:ln, and hove
prefited by resding it, you oiy white to us aboot it. Erite
v care of the Tellswing sddress:

Fussian Eible Seclety

P. 0. Bax 2707

Washington, DLC, 18,40

"o ghall et Llwe By bresd slsoe, bub by every werd of Jod.®
Takn, chagber L, veree .

(Revarse of the inedde cover page; a message written
in dnks) Whues 1ith 1953,

Fron 4 preacher of the Evargelie falth
T. 8. VICHAUX
Koo 1712 B Strest, ¥. W,
Washinghotly Do Gy
Urited States of Emerica,
Waskdngten, D, G,!

Bhoever finds this Bible, write a letter if possible.
With a prayer fof you

Elder LIGHTFOOT WICHATZ®

TRASLITE 811 oot
EIHIND F. LOREITZ:
Getober 7, 1853 g

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREIE IS UHCLASS P e 25
/i Abner_

Session 12

Sovac G-Iz

“Picketers Fast,
Pray\for Unity

Out 653 tolowers ol il baved each other; and be.|

Lightfoot Solemen MY

Cathelic
and & “prayer erusade”
Christian unity on the Wash
ingea Menument grounds

L
pare Christiess,
They were elad in burlsp-tmusics: amd fr

r\L

o God Ia Jove, He cansot
eAT their prayers

The Washinglon evangelist]

churches sald that If Roman Cathelies|

s unite in spirit
Ged  wil)
from “"'*l
= nuclear)

v
°

symbolizing Bibileal sackeloth destrection and will dn‘.r:rl

—sad while picketing they K
moaned softly.

ussla’s Reomder };M\nh:he-v
"The bomb abelters cannet

“The Iible says, “Diessed save us” the Edder sasd |

be ye that moan, for ye shall|
be comfocted’,” the Elder said |G
Some carried sgns saylng |1

Why, the Elder asked, would
od find “a little fellow like
am whe fosl encugh to tell

“Church Regent” Others heMiyes what God ant™ The

aloft placasrds earing this mes- E

Mer's answer, which won »

sage; “CHURCH/Call A Sol'chores of "smens” was that|

ema  Asemdly /Sanctidy At
Fast/ REPENT™ »
They catoe from polnts s
distant a5 New Yok City and
Newport News, Va, assembled 8

e will tell “whether | amy
false prophet or » true oo
He becalled 1
eW over the oo

2t in 10653 he
2 of Soviet
iberis and dropped a Rtasstan

at 2o Klder's Church of God|lingmage Bitde, confidest that CONSOLIDATED

and rode off in nine chartered it
bases te march In eedesty,|in

scdermn lines befoce the Shrine noted that %

would be waahed ashets in

S walertight ccatainer. He| Date; foe f £ =P P

of the Imaculate Cozception,|meonths later sed said that the - /
the Naticsal Cathedral and Bible<ropp %3 “brought abeut ‘m“ﬂ——%ﬂ/‘
| the Vermont Ave. and Metco-his desth ™ ¢

politan  Dagtisss  Clurches

Elder Mickaux told 3 re

both near Vermost sve. and pecter thal oo Tuesdsy he

® st nw

setl  President Kennedy |

Since the Refermatice, the “uniform”ea burlap sack and

Elder told his followers hosd—with the suggestion thas |
Caristlans have Been divided he wear 1t om Thankspiving |
|

wealngl Cod's will sed have D

The “Wash,ngtorn Fost 2 )
Times Hewngld”

Nalto ima \moa 24 1961

"y —
o N
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Classifications
1

e N 57

- Classification 31 o Classification 44

L..”/ 3% . UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
¢ N i FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

4pril 19, 1920,

. 33

Copy tor 1- U. S, Attorney, Jackson, Mississippi
06

—-——

Eon. John fobert 0'Cormor, : ’

R SRLATT . me e s o )
Lo ng, {JACE JOMNOY 4 Resed o SA Atlanta, Geor.7.
® Angeles, Califarnia. Iation o 1 B Dote: June 1%, 1903

Doar 8ir:- White Slave Traffic Act ’ Fdd Offce FlaNos 41452 Bueeaw File Nos

I am tranmitting herewith a certified g i -
AR T S e o &L s cove

. S. 5 ot HEVEM IS (ACASSD

known aa JACK JOESSOH, ocharged with h:ru“ am!}_-‘\"‘?g, LA 2/ Lo
vi.:hhd S8eotion 2 of {ho Yhite fNave ﬁ'nt:fo Charaden oot 07
Aot. : CIVIL RIGHTS

This eertified copy of the indg otment ‘was B Syropsis: Victim HAMER arrested by Unsub believed to be a Sheriff

or Deputy on June 9, 1963, Winona, Mississippi, bus station.
Victim did not use facilities at terminal but was arrested when
she inquired about other victims being arrested. She was not
furnished the nature of the charges until her appearance in court
June 11, 1963, when she was charged with immoral conduct and
ragsting arrest. She was released on two hundred dollars bond,
June 12, 1963, Victim claims she did not resist arrest at any
time and she was kicked by Unsub Sheriff or Deputy when entering
his car to go to jail, After being placed in Jail victim

was beaten by two Negro male prisoners with blackjack on instructions
from Unsub, Mississippi Highway Patrolman in the presence of 2

forwarded to me by Division Superintendent B, J.
of

JOHNSON ie now looated at T4
and from infarmation I have r:ooi!v:d"g'::'ch’
nts. locasted ad 8an mof;. 1 deliove that ;
IS0 will ew ronder Lilmnalf In the moar future,

gg{s‘, Yows very traly, other white males, one of whom was seen later in the uniform of
QO"'uh. : ' Winona, Mississippl, Police Officer. The third white male in the
* L ' ' cell struck victim with his hand in attempt to quiet her screaming
* when being beaten by the prisoners. No medical treatment afforded
S. A, Conmell her,
P SFROIAL ACRNT IR OBARGE
’ ) =, 1 - RUC -
P ’
DETAILS:
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Classifications (cont’ d)

Transmit the following in . FLALN TEXT
(Type in plais texs or code)

vie __AIRTEL REGISTERED MAIL

s

" S Hwamﬁmf of Justice

-001

e '“Ff'.
' . DIRECTOR, FEI (25-330971) M_\_\“\’“““‘ﬁ%?_gs'%?r-;i\? i
SAC, BALTIMORE (100-16571) WEREW ‘?,, BYQLYZ:
NOT DN

IS - NOI
00: CHICAGO (-
CINAL

o d
soromeNn LICHTFeoT “ MIcHAUX oo -

On September 20, 1961,%:«1.« that at an
FOI meeting at MPI #6 in Baltimore on r 11, 1961, a
discussion was held concerning ELIJAH MUHAMMAD's recent
appearance in Washington, D. C., where he spoke from the same
platform as Reverend w% who, according to the
informant, is reputed to have t ollowing of about 10,000
persons. At this meeting Minister ISAIAH X said that Reverend
MICHAUEX went to Chicago to see MUHAMMAD and asked him to appear
with him in Washington, D. C. ISAIAH X also stated that
Reverend MICHAUEX and his followers will join ELIJAH MUHAMMAD's .
group. He sald MICHAUEX has about four thousand white followers
and in case he joins Mr. MUHAMMAD, these will be dismissed from
the sect it is thought but this is not definite as yet. .
informant advised that Minister ISAIAH X talked as if he was

sure that Reverend MICHAEUX would join Mr. wjﬂy g

(MATERIAL MUST NOT BE REMOVED FROM OR ADDED TO THIS FILE

~

-1 s[e1Jag

7z

T

" gEBYOY-OH

FEDERAL BUREAU

=t

of

S PN y

- 835

-98g

1

—Te el

i a5 % - : -
B . % . N

777

| S o : 2
-

. Oﬂil:e Memorandum - uNiTED STATES GOVERNMENT

Bureau (REGISTERED MAIL) Wgt:'.?g"’“ fo
- Chicage (100-35636) (INFO) (ReutTereD waTBJ0. SFF 2 vy:: : = -
; 2 mt Lf‘ﬁi’” {%o""l%%m MAIL) m To  : DIRECTOR, FBI (100-401.896)/ DATR: November 20, 1953
£ e ="100- m— : Vg ; s
( g n.ou%c, ANCHORAGE (65-336) .
CMF:dfm !{j" : : -
oo} ; N sosedd, * ELDER LIHTIRGT SoLoMONTIICHAUX; -
= » 3 g} > ELDER JAM CORKLE;
¢ ‘84 ! DR. IOUIS“PATMONT S 7
Pyt o SRR WATIR - 0 A 7-
g . y g ) il
ox Vqd e sein g - ’
semrelyen XEIOX 9 7( (1 There are being enclosed copies-of corresp from GEORGE R.
: 89,20 1961 2 R ¢ mmco Mr, HARRSIGROOK and to the Chief of Police,. Anchorage, i -
S R aa i z l Alaska., This correspondence deals with the Russian language Bible
'.\HEB 1 ch was dropped by Elder LIGHTFOOT SOLOMON MICHAUX near S awrence
e g ;va.d‘- - ! Island on 6/18/53. Said correspondence indicates that EL CHAUX is

now aware of the fact that the Bible was picked by American authoriti . :
and did not reach Russian shores. e suthorities

25
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Classifications (cont’ d)

Classification 105

mesiZied
uthority: 12979 By:

FOIA(R)T - (D) n: S. Bepa at of st ricaey Cramford - Beres

TO:  DIRECTOR, FBX (62-104045)
PROM: SAC, WFO (105-31081)

FEDERAIL BUREAU

Enclosed herowith far the Bureau are six copies of
of a letterbead memo captioned "ELDER SOLOMON LIGHTFOOT N
MICHAUX", dated as above,

The confidontial source mentioned therein is INVESTIGATION

o i §

O NOT DESTRED e

. ;\
write Ambassador MENSHIKOV setting forth his i<

. Bureau File Number
mmmuma«nmw-ﬂlxmr“ E»
mm“m :
indices LIGHTFOOT | »

was unable to furnish the informaticn re thia .

WFO reveal a file on "ELDER See also Noe.
mm.un.;w.mmozm.mm !
100-404896,

mammmtm.mum
by two other individuals, traveled to Nome, Alaska, 83,
!cthomuoc ing a plane to take them to

Date Line. Thoy to drop from the plane

4 - Bureau
(1 - 100-404896) (MICHAUX) ),ll

G’ 200-2300m) mommy ‘ D i . = -
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Exemptions
S

B(6)/7) (C) - Personal Privacy B(7)(D)-Source Code

UNITEU SIAITED WEFARIMSINT U JUSive .
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
‘ ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE ' T r—
2 1- U. At : .
Copy bor U. S, Attorney, Jackson, Mississippi . . Date pf Activity  agent to File Humber
) Identity ) And/or Description Date whom where
Resetsh  SA . Offce ptlanta, Geor.7: ) of Source %— Received Furnighed _ Located. -
Dote: June 1%, 1963 ) ; i
Field Office File N yh.1452 ’ - Buveow File Nou Name Check 9/18/53 %, Instant Report
. : o (oral)
e .mnl SURIRCTS) £ - - . 9/15/53 ROBERT E " "
T TR NG . L AL SERATON CongD _ e
'WHIB : ' ' (oral)
y el 2 2/ _ :
2y appal 7 oo 9/15/53  THOMAS C. " "
S . ; RIES :
CIVIL RIGHTS . : (ora1)
= Sysep Victim HAMER arrested by Unsub believed to be a Sheriff : _ " "
or Deputy on June 9, 1963, Winona, Miesissippi, bus station, v A/ aconson IR
Victim did not use facilities at terminal but was arrested when (oral)
she inquired about other victims being arrested. She was not
furnished the nature of the charges until her appearance in court A noo 9/16/63  SEYMOR FRED " "
June 11, 1963, when she was charged with immoral conduct and PHILLIPS
raisting arrest., She was released on two hundred dollars bond, - i (oral)
June 12, 1963, victim claims she did not resist arrest at any .
time and she was kicked by Unsub Sheriff or Deputy when entering oo  9/23/53 0, MICHABL " "
his car to g to jail, After being placed in Jail victim : SMASAL
was beaten two Negro male prisoners with blackjack on instructions ) ) (eral)
from Unsub, Mississippi Highway Patrolman in the presence of 2 . ow - ) -
other white males, one of whom was seen later in the uniform of - 10/3/55 mHomsc, " "
Winona, Mississippi, Police Officer., The third white male in the RIBE
cell struck victim with his hand in attempt to quiet her urea:::s . _ FOIA(b)7 - (D) (orel)
gen being beaten by the prisoners. HNo medical treatment affo: . : . o
T ?
- RUC -
DETAILS: -
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Cross References

Subiject:

o
-
=
s
-a
1

B

e

Elder Lightfoot

unable o furpish inforcation ra this

Tovgal & file op
‘ot al.; w,mmm

Wﬂﬂhm
o revecls that HICHEAME,

ALLTFFCRUATIOE SoNTANNES

BEREIN 15 UNCLAZS1FLED
SR PR

ﬂi;:ﬂ?ln&
i
f

%E _

- AIBTEL Ld
. _ PEON: BAC, VI M108-31081)fe> ‘
Michaeux \
Y
. ot & m-:c_:::mn for tha a-cn are six w 23
HQ Case File: B, Gatoa 22 moowe. |
(90 TS e sy
o Ly
I—’; :
:
BT A s SR T
f}: E;‘- 100-404056) (MICHATE)
m.- e mr'mn_l_?ﬂ‘l )
L] L”'“ S

| o™ T
ﬁEP.’JuE'! asi.nﬁx :
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Cross References (cont’ d)

NAME THIS FORM

— . | S . €G 100-35635

B | o ' 6 - Atlanta (RM)
100~

1 - 100~ (LEROY)
- 100~ (JEREMIAH PUGH)

1 - 100~
3 ~ Kansas City (!lfo) (RM)

1 - 100-11001 (NOI)

1 - 100~ (JESSE 4X)

1 - 100~ (ELAINE)
1 -~ Newark (100- ) (DR, LEO MC CALLUM) (Info) (RM)
3 ~ Phoenix (Imfo) (Rl)

1 - 105-93

1 - 100- (ELIJAH MUHAMMAD)

1 - 100- CLARA MUHAMMAD)
2 ~ St. Louis (Infe

1 - 25-11095 (¥01)

1 - 100- CL

YDE X)
('9. mu;ﬁo- Field (Infd)
1 9 (NOI)
‘é)- 100~ (ELDER MIGHAUX)
1n - ago e
- 100-27167 (RAYMOND SHARRIEFF)
~ 100-6989 (ELIJAR MUHAMMAD

100~ (CHRISTINE JOHNSON)
100-31166 (HERBERT MUHAMMAD)

Tt el e et el et
LI00 I B IO B B A

E

@®

Lo

»

E

-

~
]
.-

-
»
o

32)

- 1la -
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Can you find my great-grandfather?
B

Request:

Investigation
regarding
Thomas
Dixon

File number:

Headquarters

100-258821

Session 12

Missouri who is 90 years old, and told me that my great grandfather (his uncle) Thomas

DIXON was a secret agent of the Government throughout his life and especiall e the

two world wars. | would like to have confirmation and if possible information: 72 _ _

It is Thomas DIXON (son of Thomas Dixon and Nancy Walden, born in Nowa File number 100-HQ-258821
in 1883) but his real name would be Arthur LEBRUN (son of Louis LEBRUN

Adelina Selma TRICHEL, from Louisiana, Natchitoches or Missouri, SaintLo  [Date range of request: Inside 1914-1966
to France in 1917 under order of the American army. He would be back in the USA around
1930 to spy Fritz Kuhn under the name of Thomas Dixon or "Chief New Moon". Is this true?
In the Vault folder of the FBI on Fritz Kuhn all secret agents are hidden, is among them or not
at all? I just want to know if Thomas Dixon (or Arthur Lebrun) was working for the
Govemment throughout his lfe. And ifi{ | Mo fasiCy Yare

THOMAS DIXON Alias ARTHUR —— S
advance for any help you offer me. IS VI | LLEBRUN Uncle or LoUIS MEZIERES. | Ml S ™ | 155 s AN i 1935w

His childrens in France. 19 falling of news to his childrens
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Thomas Dixon

Very_truly yourk% e 'H.
Headquarters W&n .
Thomes®hi | f

Xon
100-258821 | 1129 Vermont Avenue N.W.

3 o o

Dixon was interviewed by me in the Spring of 1942, probably in May |
or June, at which time he furnished little information of value. He was '
dinterviewed on reference from kir. Ladd's Office and was primarily interested . ™.
“in obtaining employment. The brief review of the Bureau files which it was

possible to make before interviewing Dixon, revealed that he had previously
applied for employment and had been refused. Consequently he was appro-
priately advised that in view of his age and lack of qualifications there
were no openings, Dixon mentioned briefly having been told by a Japanese

in HNew York City that the Japanese Government had a large undercover army

in this country. "He was intensively and carefully questioned concerning this
but could give no substantiating information other than the name of the
Japanese who told him about this army, which'name I do not now recall,

I |
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THE CURRIE HOUSE
BURNING

I



What We Knew

1
o Currie Settlement

o Ellisville, MS

o Multiple conflicts
with the KKK In the
early 1960s

Picnic with COFO
workers

House burning

Family portrait — Brewel and Florine ]
Session 12 Currie and children, 1952 Slide 41 of 47



Questions That Remained
_

7 Who?

o Why?

o When?

- What happened?

Home of Brewel Currie,
Sr. March, 1965
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What We Found

71 Who — KKK Ellisville
Klavern

71 When — Oct 11,
1965

I | o Why — Retaliation
Home of Brewel Currie, Sr. Oct 12, 1965 for CO FO InCIdent

He states that during a meeting of the Ellisville
Klavern of the White Knights of the Ku Klux Klan of Mississippi
(WKKKKOM) on 1/12/65 a Mr, D. M, Robinson suggested that he
believed that some action should be taken against the CURRIES.
This was due to some members of the CURRIE family shooting at
several Klan members who went to the CURRIE farm and attacked
a group of COF0 workers and young negros who were at the farm
having a picnic.

Statement from FBI informant, 157-2438-10
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What We Found

What happened:

% ,!g—r!'mm

I heard that/ézgjklan had Qéﬁped a bunch of civil rights
workers et a pond at & Negroes house near Ellisville, Mississippi, known as
the Currie Settlement. Cecil Sessum got shot at the time this trouble took
place and wanted to get even with the Negro. About a year later, in the
fall -of 1965, Sessum got a group together including Billy Roy Pitts, Pat
Lowe, Lamar Lowe, Henry De Boxtell snd an individual who drove 'a 1955 or
1956 Chevrolet. I later learned this individuel to be Harold Stringer.
We met at Cecil Sessum's house. I rode with Henry De Boxtel and Stringer.
Sessum drove my.car which was at that time a 1959 Mercury, which hed & yellow
bottom end a white top. I carried s double-barrel shotgun which was loaded
with tear gas. My job was to0 go up to the Currie house and shoot the gas
into this man's bedroom. Pet Lowe, Lamar Lowe and Cecil Sessum poured gas
around the Negroe's house. Henry DeBoxtel shot the window out of the house
80 I could shoot the gas into the house. As this was done, the Negroe came
out of the house with a pistol. I hed an unloaded gun, so I ran for the
car and the Negroe shot me in the left foot. As I made a dive for the in-
side of the car, he shot me again and it creased me on the %Tear. I had
a 25 autometic in the pants pocket but I.didn't get it out. was in Strin-
ger's car es we left which was hit pretty bad in the rear deck lid. I under-
stand that the bullet which hit my ear went into the floorboard of the car.
Aaron Rogers drove my car away from the house of Currie, and it was hit two
places on the right hand side right under some chrome.

FD-302 Rov. 4-15-64)

' FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date__10/21/65

FLORINE CURRIE advised that on the morning of
October 11, 1965 she, her husband, and children were asleep
in their house when she was awakened by a loud noise. She
stated that she could not describe the noise and that she
could not say whether it was a gun blast or explosion. She
stated that her husband went outside the house to investigate
the noise and called back for her towke the children. She
advised that she got the children up and went outside to join
her husband. When outside she noticed a fire under and on the
front porch. She related that she and the children got water
from the pump and were able to put out the fire. She stated
then her son saw flames on the roof and it appeared that the
whole house was ablaze. She stated the house was totally
destroyed by the fire, but that no one was injured.

She advised that she did not see anyone in the area of
the house prior to or after hearing the noice which caused the
family to be aroused. She stated that she was primarily interested
in seeing that the children were safe and trying to put out the
fire and did not pay attention to anything else. She advised that
she and her husband sleep in the frontof the house and the
children sleep in the back part of the house.

She stated that when it was determined the house was
lost she and the children went and stayed with neighbors while
her husband remained at the property. She stated that she has
not had ancopportunity to talk with her husband about the fire.
She stated that she lived in the house for twenty-four years prior
to the fire.

Statements of Billy Roy Pitts (Klan member) and
Florine Currie about the night of October 11, 1965

Session 12

On 10/11/65 o_ELLISVILLE, MISSISSIPPI File_ JN 157-2438 - 22
B SA JOHN;H. TOAL /jds Dote dictoted_10/15/65

This document contains aelther recommandations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is ‘the' property of the FBI-and it looned o' your ogency: -~ 2
it and W5 contents ore not 1o be disteibuted outside your- agency. =

NW 12979 Docld:59171188 Page 209
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Afterword

Session 12 Slide 45 of 47



QUESTIONS



2014 VIRTUAL GENEALOGY FAIR

e =

Presenters didn’t
get to your question?

You may email us at
Inquire@nara.gov
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